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Through Saturday : 
AY 9 1960 
First Arkansas leader in 60 years is elected moderator of they. 
100th General Assembly in Jacksonville: Marion A.“Boggs who | 
completes the first team of brothers (with Wade H. Boggs) to 
be moderators. . . . Retiring moderator, Ernest Trice Thompson, 
calls for church leadership to set tone for society and presents 
joint ‘“Message to the Nation” with UPUSA leaders. . . . Ad 
interim study on adult work is approved and committee is con- 
tinued. ... Benevolence budget for 1961 adopted for $9,456,230. 
. . . Examination of tithing is directed. .. . Central treasureship 
to be studied. . . . Tobacco stocks held by agencies are left un- 
touched. . . . Book of Church Order sent to presbyteries for vote 
as presented by committee. . . . Possible dual ordination (with 
Episcopalians) not recognized. .. . Per capita tax raised from 
21¢ to 27¢ without discussion. . . . Formal induction of James A. 
Millard, Jr., as stated clerk is scheduled. . . . “Stewardship of 
accumulated possessions” called for by Presbyterian Founda- 
tion. . . . Annuities and Relief program is praised. . . . Presby- 
terian Survey circulation marks 228,000. . . . Ambitious plans 
noted in television, radio, audio-visuals. . . . Minister’s moving 
expense is certified as a “church expense.”. . . Protest of per- 
secutions in Colombia is issued. . . . Request of Mexican church 
for full fraternal relationship is recognized. (Continued next 
week. ) 








Eyes of the Soul (2) 


PRESBYOPIA 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“The eves of a fool are on the ends of 
the earth.” —Proverbs 17:24. 


RESBYOPIA is another of the basic 

defects in the structure of the eye. 
Just as every normal person is born with 
myopia— inability to see things at a dis- 
tance—so every normal person, if he lives 
long enough, will acquire presbyopia— 
inability to see clearly what is close at 
hand. Every middle-aged person experi- 
ences the annoyance of “not having arms 
long enough” to read the newspaper or 
the telephone book. 

*resbyopia is caused by the flattening 
of the crystalline lens in the front part 
of the eye, along with a hardening so 
that its curvature cannot be changed. A 
person of 20-20 vision can change the 
focus of his eyes automatically; in driv- 
ing, for example, he does not need glasses 
either to see six blocks ahead or to read 
the dashboard. A myopic person (with- 
out glasses) can read the dashboard but 
cannot see what is on the road sign a few 
blocks away. A presbyopic person can see 
the road a long distance but cannot read 
the dashboard. 

Presbyopia, of course, can be remedied 
as easily as myopia, simply by the use of 
spectacles which correct the flattening of 
the crystalline lens. 

There is such a thing as spiritual and 
mental presbyopia. The victim of this 
defect always has his sight fixed on some 
distant scene; what is close by seems 
more like a blur. If the myopic person 
sees clearly only Today, the presbyopit 
person can hardly see Today at all; his 
focus is always on Yesterday and/or 
Tomorrow. If myopia renders a man 
blind to history, presbyopia gives a man 
preoccupation with history. Some pres- 
byopic specimens look backward, others 
look forward by temperament. The back- 
ward-looking presbyopic is so engrossed 
with history that he does not realize that 
history is being made every day. 1960 
is as much a part of history as 1860, 
only some people can't see it. The for- 
ward-looking presbyopic lives for his own 
Utopia. He may work for it too; but 
in the meantime he will perhaps overlook 
what he could do today, for today. 


RESBYOPIA OF THE SPIRIT 

may lead people to look clear on 
beyond history into the world or the age 
to come. Their favorite and almost only 
parts of the Bible are the apocalyptic 
books—Daniel, Ezekiel, Revelation. They 
cherish the old Latin saying that life 
consists of a meditation on death. Some 
of them are like campers who intend to 
be good housekeepers when they get home, 
but meanwhile leave their camp a mess. 
They are so fascinated with a Tomorrow, 


either here on earth or on some “Beauti- 
ful Island of Somewhere,” that they leave 
Today, with its beauty, its needs, its 
opportunities, all unregarded. The writer 
has in his files a communication from a 
place out west; the envelope has a pro- 
saic postmark, but the writer put a ro- 
mantic return address on the envelope: 
“Beulah Land Headquarters.” Beulah 
Land, I seem to recall from Bunyan’s in- 
formation, is as near to heaven as you 
can get in this world. It is safe to guess 
that the man who uses that address is 
not to be interested in improving the 
State where he lives. 

In Grandfather’s time there used to be 
a song taught to little children: 

“T want to be an angel 

And with the angels stand; 
A crown of gold upon my head 
And a harp within my hand.” 

Suppose you stood at Heaven’s gate and 
the officer of the day asked you why you 
wanted to get in? You might come up 
with that old song, “I want to be an 
angel. Then you might have to 
answer another question: “What experi- 
ence have you had? If you really want to 
be an angel (which you will never be, 
having been created a human being) or 
a reasonably angelic person, you could 
begin to practice right now. There are 
few situations in life that couldn’t be 
improved by the presence of even an ap- 
prentice angel. 


W E ARE ALL presbyopic at times, 
aren't we? When we look across 


the fence the grass seems to be greener 
there. When we look at another man’s 
job we can see all the advantages of it, 
perhaps invisible to him if he too is pres- 
bvopic. Even ministers are not immune 
to this eye trouble. The myopic minister 
hasn't ever “seen” the Christian frontier 
overseas; he is a dead wall between the 
need of the mission field and the potential 
generosity of this church. The presbyopic 
minister (if he has a bad case of it) 
seldom stays long in one place; the at- 
tractions of a distant field—the more dis- 
tant the better—are irresistible. He may 
even enter foreign mission service or the 
chaplaincy not because he is specially 
fitted for such work but because it’s a 
change from the “dullness” of the parish 
work—which he has never really seen. 
We must ask the same question about 
the presbyopic that we asked about the 
myopic: Does he really see what he 
thinks he sees? No, alas, he does not. 
For in looking at the distant scene he 
fails to see the absolutely necessary next 
step that will bring him nearer to that 
wonderland. Between here and _ there, 
many steps must be taken, and there is 


no way of taking any of those steps til] 
you have taken the first one. 

The road to Tomorrow always starts 
Today. By our not being willing, or able, 
to take the first step now, the Tomorrow 
of our dreams turns out at last to be a 
mirage. NEXT—A stigmatism. 





NEWS ROUND-UP 











e CHICAGO THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
(Congregational Christian) has rejected 
a proposal that it merge with the three 
other schools affiliated with the Univer- 
sity of Chicago’s Federated Theological 
Faculty. ... e@ ON HIs visiT to Moscow 
President Eisenhower will attend wor- 
ship June 12 in the city’s only Baptist 
church. . e A Group OF 14 predom- 
inantly conservative American Protestant 
churchmen, meeting recently in Buck 
Hill Falls, Pa., said the “time is ripe” 
for conversations between Protestants and 
Roman Catholics, based on “mutual 
Christian respect.”. .. @ A PLAN TO pro- 
vide religious burial for persons of Prot- 
estant background who die without funds 
or family to care for their interment has 
been announced by the Greater Seattle 
(Wash.) Council of Churches. ... e 
MorRE PREACHING to open-air crowds 
would improve pulpit performances, ac- 
cording to Methodist Donald O. Soper of 
Britain. This, he said, would put the 
preacher in a secular environment, “in 
front of people to be shot at without the 
privileges of the pulpit.”. e Four 
CONGREGATIONS of the Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church have announced that they 
will withdraw from the American Lu- 
theran Church, just formed by a merger 
of the ELC, the old American Lutheran 
Church and the United Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church. Their reason: member- 
ship of the new church in the World 
Council of Churches. The new denom- 
ination has agreed to review its WCC 
membership at the 1962 convention. ... 
e THE USE OF cCoNvicts for work on 
church property is illegal under the state 
and federal Constitutions, according to 
Georgia officials. They were used re- 
cently to clear a site for a Church of 
Christ in Valdosta. Last year the State 
Board of Corrections adopted a ruling 
allowing convicts to do maintenance work 
in church yards and cemeteries. . .. @ 
Ropert S. BILHEIMER, associate general 
secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, represented the WCC on a 
mission to investigate the South African 
racial situation, conferring with religious 
leaders there. e THE FELLOWSHIP 
OF RECONCILIATION recently celebrated 
the 45th anniversary of its organization 
as a religious pacifist group. ... e OF- 
FICIAL ROMAN CATHOLIC sources have 
been urged by the American Lutheran 
magazine to declare that the “tradition- 
al” Catholic position on church-state 
relations does not apply to the U. S. 
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Little Rock Pastor Becomes Assembly's Moderator 


Marion A. Boggs of Second Church 
Is Elected by 100th Assembly 
In Jacksonville 


An Arkansas “favorite son” was named 
moderator of the 100th Presbyterian, U.S. 
General Assembly, meeting in Jackson- 
ville, Fla. 

Marion A. Boggs, pastor of the Second 
church, Little Rock, since 1939 and with 
all but one year of his ministerial life 
spent in the Synod of Arkansas, became 
the first moderator from that synod since 
Joseph W. Martin, chief justice of Ar- 


kansas’ Supreme Court, was elected in 


1900. 

Dr Boggs received 260 votes in a final 
ballot against R. Matthew Lynn of the 
the First church, Midland, Texas, who re- 
ceived 251. The first ballot eliminated 
H. E. (Jeb) Russell, Second church, 
Memphis, Tenn., and James Sprunt, 
Bethel church, Staunton, Va. The vote 
was: Boggs 146, Lynn 136, Russell 135, 
Sprunt 94. 


Gavel and Celtic Cross 


Dr. Boggs was inducted into office by 
the retiring moderator, Ernest Trice 
Thompson of Richmond, Va. He was 
presented the symbolic gavel and the 
traditional Celtic cross which is held by 
successive Assembly moderators in the 
U.S. and UPUSA churches. The crosses 
were originally three until the 1958 mer- 
ger of the U. P. and USA Presbyterian 
Churches when two of them were welded. 
Originally contributed by former mod- 
erator Harrison Ray Anderson, Fourth 
church, Chicago, IIl., consistent worker 
for Presbyterian reunion, they are re- 
minders of the hope of eventual union 
of the divided Presbyterian family when 
the crosses will become one. 

Dr. Boggs was nominated by Presi- 
dent Samuel Burney Hay of Stillman 
College (Ala.) who paid tribute to Dr. 
Boggs’ long and diverse contributions to 
the church. J. Randolph Taylor, Wash- 
ington, D. C., pastor, seconded the nom- 
ination, describing Dr. Boggs as “a man 
of symbolic significance ... a man who 
has become the epitomized expression of 
the kind of reconciliation that we in our 
General Assembly would serve and 
should serve in the light of our present 
day.” As Little Rock has become a sym- 
bol to the world, he said, “so we have 





DR. BOGGS: 
symbolic significance.” 


“A man of 





a symbol of the kind of ministry of 
reconciliation whereby we would obey 
the Pauline injunction to ‘speak the truth 
in love.’”’ Dr. Boggs has been true to 
his prophetic insight, he said, “and yet 
at the same time has not lost the vision 
of his pastoral responsibilities and has 
held his laymen to him.” 

Dr. Lynn was nominated by Lawrence 
Stell, Charlotte, N. C., pastor, and Hu- 
bert H. Hopper, Dallas, Texas, Presby- 
terian executive, who described his far- 
reaching service and his identity with the 
full scope of the church’s concern. 

M. Graham Clark, Point Lookout, 
Mo., nominated Dr. Russell and the sec- 
onding speech was made by D. Brantley 
Burns, Knoxville, Tenn., elder. James 
Sprunt was nominated by R. F. Kepler, 
Staunton, Va., and Ralph E. Moore, 
Cleveland, Tenn. 

Newspapers in Jacksonville had also 
predicted the nomination of Arthur V. 
Gibson, Atlanta, Ga., pastor, but it was 
understood that a decision against this 
step was reached on the afternoon before 
the Assembly opened. 

When the Assembly opened, 513 com- 
missioners had been enrolled and this 
number was later increased to 521. 

Dr. Boggs’ election marked the first 
time in the church’s history that brothers 


Mexican Fraternal Delegate Urges 
Consideration of His Church 
On Basis of Equality 


have been elected moderators of the As- 
sembly. Wade H. Boggs, Atlanta, Ga., 
former executive secretary of the Board 
of Annuities and Relief, now retired, was 
moderator in 1954. 


In addition to the retiring moderator’s 
sermon (page 5), Dr. Thompson also pre- 
sented a joint “Message to the Nation,” 
drawn up by a committee of eight, named 
by the UPUSA and U. S. moderators 
(page 8). This was something new in 
the Assembly’s history and it was not 
presented for any possible action by the 
Assembly. 


Riverside Entertainment 

Albert J. Kissling, pastor of the host 
Riverside church, welcomed the Assem- 
bly, read a letter of greeting from Gov- 
ernor LeRoy Collins, and_ presented 
Howard Covington, chairman of the Riv- 
erside committee, who said, “I have often 
wondered why a General Assembly never 
repeated itself in a church. I now know!” 
A full corps of workers from Riverside 
and other Jacksonville churches provided 
efficiently and imaginatively for the com- 
fort and expeditious operation of the As- 
sembly. It was the judgment of commis- 
sioners that no church has provided more 
commodious and up-to-date facilities for 
this annual meeting. 

In the extended first-evening session, 
the moderator received a plaque from 
officials of Boy Scouts of America, mark- 
ing Scouting’s 50th anniversay, in appre- 
ciation of the fact that a higher’ percent- 
age of Presbyterian congregations sponsor 
Scout troops than any other denomina- 
tion. 


Chaplains Presented 

Eighteen active-duty chaplains were 
recognized by the Assembly and tribute 
was paid their work in the Armed Forces 
and Veterans Administration. 

Five former Assembly moderators were 
presented: John R. Cunningham (1947), 
C. Darby Fulton (1948), W. E. Price 
(1949), J. McDowell Richards (1955), 
William M. Elliott, Jr., (1957). Also, 
E. C. Scott, who retired last year after 
24 years as the Assembly’s stated clerk, 
was presented. a 








Following a Moderators’ Reception in 
the Riverside church, commissioners real- 
ized something of the long days’ work 
that would be expected of them during the 
week, with business sessions beginning at 
8:30 a.m., and continuing at night. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 29 


Under Assembly rules the entire day 
was spent in fifteen standing committee 
meetings where every member of the As- 
sembly had been assigned on the basis 
(where possible) of his own stated pref- 
erence. In these committees the entire 
business of the Assembly is reviewed and 
considered and reports are formulated for 
presentation to the full body for action. 
With the completion of these reports, the 
Assembly begins its plenary considera- 
tion of them one by one and when they 
are finally adopted the Assembly’s work 
is done. 

Friday evening was featured by the 
presentation of fraternal delegates: Rul- 
ing Elder Carlos R. Rodriguez from the 
National Presbyterian Church of Mexico, 
W. Glenn Harris (UPUSA) from Bir- 
mingham, Mich., and B. L. Hamilton 
(A. R. Presbyterian), Sharon, S. C., 
who substituted for Dean L. M. Allison 
of Erskine Seminary. 

Senor Rodriguez’s brief message was 
considered significant in relationship to 
scheduled consideration of a request from 
the Mexican church for direct corre- 
spondence between it and the American 
Presbyterian General Assemblies and 
several Texas overtures on the same sub- 
ject. He said, in part: 

“It is our desire that our relations be. 
from now on, more fraternal, direct and 
comprehensive. 

“We also hope that you will take into 
account our actual position and that you 
will see the work in Mexico as one of a 
respectable and well-organized church, de- 
serving your support and consideration 
and with the right to have direct relations 
between Assembly and Assembly. 

“We wish to ask you that the liberal 
and gracious help you have been giving 
us up until now, in the future be made 
to the church in Mexico in a spirit of 
fraternal cooperation, thus carrying out 
your wish to collaborate in the evangeli- 
zation of our country. If you would thus 
join your forces with ours, all might be 
placed at the disposition and direction of 
the General Assembly of Mexico, elim- 
inating any appearance of diminishing its 
authority or even more, of duplicity of 
hierarchy.... 

“We love your missionaries with all our 
hearts for their work and their lives. We 
wish them to go on working with us until 
we may ourselves be able to supply the 
necessary personnel resources to develop 
all the enterprises of our church, but we 
would like to see them not as mission- 
aries, but the same as our own ministers 
and workers, serving under and depend- 
ing on the General Assembly in Mexico 
for all their plans and labors. ... ” 


An ad interim study of adult work and 
the relationships of agencies responsible 
for the men’s and women’s programs was 
presented by C. Newman Faulconer, 


4 


Greenville, S. C., pastor. The committee 
recommended no change at present in the 
program. It was emphasized that wom- 
en now have less than a full opportunity 
for participation and responsible exer- 
cise of their duties in the work of the 
church and that until they are given a 
larger or complete status separate organ- 
izations may be advisable. The report 
pointed to: 


‘“ 


.. . the reluctance on the part of our 
denomination to grant women a place of 
equality with men in the realm of or- 
dination, holding office, serving as commis- 
sioners to the General Assembly, repre- 
senting their churches in presbytery and 
synod, and in serving with full status on 
various committees and commissions. 
Your committee believes that prior con- 
sideration needs to be given to the matter 
of affording opportunity for such parti- 
cipation before we seriously consider the 
abolition of the Board of Women’s Work.” 

The committee was continued and is 
to report in 1962, as it is asked “to re- 
view the purpose of each existing organi- 
zation dealing with adult work in the 
local church, presbytery, synod and Gen- 
eral Assembly, and to determine the 
necessity for and the effectiveness of the 
existing programs and organizational 
structures.”” Individuals and sessions are 
invited “to offer in writing (their) con- 
crete suggestions and opinions.” 


SATURDAY, APRIL 30 


Major report of the morning was that 
of the General Council presented by Rob- 
ert L. Alexander, Greenwood, S. C., call- 
ing for a minimum benevolence budget 
for 1961 amounting to $9,456,230 for 
Assembly agencies. The report and rec- 
ommendations of the General Council 
and the standing committee studying its 
work were adopted practically as sub- 
mitted, except in two instances. An over- 
ture from the Presbytery of Louisiana 
had requested a study of tithing, pointing 
out that “the presentation of obligatory 
tithing is a phenomenon largely confined 
to American Christianity.” The stand- 
ing committee recommended a negative 
answer which was protested by John C. 
Neville, Alexandria, La., pastor. The 
Assembly sustained Mr. Neville and di- 
rected that “‘ a committee of Biblical and 
theological scholars’? be named to make 
the study. 

Special campaigns for capital funds, 
the Council and committee had said, 
should be undertaken by congregations 
“as additional gifts rather than as regu- 
lar budgeted benevolences.”” The Assem- 
bly amended this to say that they should 
be undertaken as additional gifts or as 
part of the benevolence budget only after 
the entire amount of “‘askings” (from the 
Assembly) have been accepted by the 
congregation. 

There was no discussion or objection 
to a projected plan to clear the way for 
a capital funds campaign throughout the 
Assembly in 1963, with a committee of 


25 to be named to plan and direct this 
effort. 

The General Council was asked to 
study the possibility of creating a central 
treasureship for Assembly benevolences 
and to submit a plan to the 1961 meeting. 


Bills and Overtures 


Joe K. Wells, Austin, Texas, layman, 
acted as chairman of the committee on 
Bills and Overtures, when Marion A. 
Boggs, previously named, was elected 
moderator. The Assembly adopted its 
report as presented, declaring that mem- 
bers absent from meetings of presbytery 
should not be permitted to vote “on all 
matters concerning constitutional changes 
and church union,” since such members 
can transmit their views through com- 
munications and absentee presbyters 
should not be “given a status on a par 
with the views of members who are pres- 
ent and open to the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit there through the means of prayer 
and debate.” 

The question of some Assembly agen- 
cies continuing to own stocks in tobacco 
companies was discussed briefly. The 
committee had voted 21-11 to decline a 
Suwannee Presbytery overture requesting 
relinquishment of such securities. It was 
reported to the Assembly that two phy- 
sicians on the committee concurred in 
medical reports pointing to a link be- 
tween smoking and lung cancer and there 
was mention of a possible reference of the 
question to the committee on Christianity 


and health. 


“No Conclusive Proof’ 


N. Page Loftis, South Boston, Va., 
layman, said he came from the tobacco 
belt and declared that there is no con- 
clusive proof vet produced showing smok- 
ing as contributing to lung cancer. 

Arthur V. Gibson, Atlanta, Ga., pastor, 
said the question of disposing of tobacco 
stocks has been discussed by at least one 
board but he said money could not be 
consistently taken from the sale of such 
securities and that the only thing to do 
with the stocks would be to burn them. 

A. D. Ellison, Charleston, W. Va., 
minister, said the church is not in a po- 
sition to single out any particular source 
of income as evil and that it must be 
recognized that the whole fabric of so- 
ciety is tainted with evil. 

John M. McCollough, Hollywood, 
Fla., elder, said he had smoked “a lot” 
in the past, that the essential problem 
here for the Christian to overcome is 
selfishness. His bill for tobacco ran for 
many years, he said, more than $25 a 
month. We have to take our stand against 
selfishness and fight against it. 

When the vote was put only a few Nays 
were heard, and the committee recom- 
mendation was adopted. 


(Continued next week) 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





t this 


ed to 
entra] 
ences 
eting. 


yman, 
tee on 
on A. 
lected 
ed its 
mem- 
bytery 
on all 
hanges 
-mbers 
1 com- 
sbyters 
a par 
e pres- 
e Holy 
prayer 


 agen- 
obacco 

The 
line a 
lesting 
It was 
0 phy- 
red in 
nk be- 
d there 
> of the 
tianity 


‘ Va, 
tobacco 
10 con- 
- smok- 
pastor, 
tobacco 
ast one 
not be 
»f such 
x to do 
hem. 

}. Ve, 
1 a po- 
source 
ust be 
of so- 


rywood, 
‘a lot” 
yroblem 
ome is 
ran for 
$25 a 
against 


w Nays 
recom- 


TLOOK 





THE MODERATOR’S SERMON 


Christ and You—The Living Church 


TExT: Matthew 16:13-24 


HE WORD CHURCH has many 

different meanings. It refers some- 
times to a building, sometimes to a local 
congregation, sometimes to a denomina- 
tion, and sometimes to the church univer- 
sal. Theologians speak of the invisible 
church and the visible church, the church 
militant and the church triumphant. We 
are interested at the present time in the 
living church, the church in which we 
meet Christ, and in which Christ lays 
hold upon our lives. 

It will help us to understand this 
church if we go back to the words that 
Jesus spoke to Peter on the road to Caes- 
area Philippi. 


I. 

“Who do men say that the Son of Man 
is?” Jesus asked, and then, “Who do you 
say that I am?” Peter replied, “You are 
the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” 

According to John’s account, this was 
not the first confession of the disciples’ 
faith in Jesus as the promised Messiah. 
(See John 2:41-45.) But the earlier con- 
fessions had been based on the witness 
of John the Baptist and of the popular 
expectation of a political messiah who 
would save the nation from Rome. Peter’s 
confession on the road to Caesarea Phi- 
lippi was based on inner conviction. It 
grew out of his own personal experience 
and was altogether independent of public 
opinion. It was an acknowledgment 
which came from his recognition of the 
divine in Jesus. God had revealed him- 
self to Peter through Jesus, and it was 
Peter’s response to that divine revelation 
which led him to affirm, “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God.” The 
earlier confessions, which reflected the 
opinions of others and were based on the 
conventional view of the Christ, brought 
no particular commendation. Now Jesus 
declares exultantly, “Blessed are you, 
Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has 
not revealed this to you, but my Father 
who is in heaven.” 


Personal Revelation 

We might note here that genuine or 
vital faith always comes as a response 
to a personal revelation. We can teach 
our children that God is their Father and 
that Jesus is Savior and Lord, and they 
will believe because of what we have 
told them, but that is not a faith that will 


DR. THOMPSON preached this sermon as the 
retiring moderator at the opening of the 
100th General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., in the Riverside church, Jack- 
sonville, Fla. 
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By ERNEST T. THOMPSON 


endure despite all the vicissitudes of life. 
A really vital faith is not present until 
God in person has spoken through Christ 
and until a growing boy or girl, man or 
woman responds to that personal revela- 
tion within his heart; until he can say 
as a result of inner conviction, of per- 
sonal experience, independent of the views 
of others about him, “‘You are the Christ, 
the Son of the Living God.” 

It was now, when God had revealed 
himself to Peter and when Peter had 
responded in faith to that revelation, that 
Jesus spoke for the first time of the 
church; ‘“‘my church,” he called it. 

The Greek word translated church is 
ecclesia, which comes from two roots 
meaning to call out from. Contemporary 
writers used the word to describe an as- 
sembly of citizens. In the Septuagint, a 
Greek translation of the Old Testament, 
the word ecclesia, or church, is used to 
describe Israel as the People of God, 
called to the worship and service of God. 
But Israel had been chosen for a purpose, 
not only to know God but to make him 
known—not only to enjoy God’s bless- 
ings but also to share these blessings with 
all mankind—and that mission had been 
forgotten. The Messianic hope had be- 
come for most Jews a purely nationalistic 
one. They looked now only for the ex- 
altation of their own people, and it was 
largely for this reason that they did not 
recognize. their Messiah when he came. 
Now Jesus is about to call out from Israel 
a group that will be charged with the 
responsibility of carrying out God’s pur- 
pose for all mankind in the place of the 
Israel which had rejected its divine mis- 
sion. 


Il. The Foundation of the Church 

“You are Peter (Greek, Petros) ,” Jesus 
said, “and on this rock (Greek, Petra) 
I will build my church.” What is the 
tock, the foundation on which Christ will 
build his church ? 

Roman Catholics, as we know, say that 
this rock is Peter and his successors, the 
Bishops of Rome. They claim that the 
present Bishop of Rome, as successor of 
Peter and vicar of Christ, is the absolute 
ruler of the church, and that when he 
speaks officially as head of the church he 
is infallible in matters of faith and 
morals. 

To substantiate this claim, Roman 
Catholics would have to prove at least 
five points: They would have to prove 
first, that when Jesus said, “You are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my 


church,” he meant to make Peter infal- 
lible and to give him absolute power in 
the church, but there is no such evidence 
in the New Testament; quite the contrary. 
They would have to prove in the second 
place that such power as Peter had was 
transferable, and of this there is not the 
slightest hint in the Scriptures, and in 
fact, no such claim was made by the 
Bishops of Rome until many generations 
had passed. Roman Catholics would have 
to prove in the third place that Peter 
visited Rome. Probably this is so, but 
the evidence is late and _ uncertain. 
Fourth, they would have to prove that 
Peter became the Bishop of Rome, but 
the evidence all indicates that Rome had 
no single Bishop until late in the second 
century. Fifth, they would have to prove 
that Peter sought to transmit such power 
as he possessed to the Bishops of Rome 
as his successors. This, for the reason 
indicated above, could hardly have been 
the case, and there is no evidence that 
any Bishop of Rome even claimed it was 
for more than two hundred years. The 
Roman Catholic Church would have to 
prove all five of these points. 


As a matter of fact, it can prove no 
one of the five. 


If Peter was the rock on which the 
church was founded, it was because he 
was the first to confess his faith in Christ 
and because he was the natural leader 
of the twelve, the one, who humanly 
speaking, did more than anyone else to 
establish the church. 


Protestant Position 

Protestants generally, however, hold 
that the rock on which the church is 
founded is the truth which Peter con- 
fessed or the fact that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of the Living God. This is the 
logical interpretation, for if Jesus had 
wished to say that his church was found- 
ed on Peter, he would naturally have said, 
“You are Peter, and upon you I will 
build my church.” And if he had wished 
to say that his church was founded by 
Peter and his successors, he would natu- 
rally have said, “You are Peter, and 
upon you and your successors in office I 
will build my church.” 

The Protestant interpretation is not 
only the natural interpretation, but also 
accords with the Scripture as a whole. 
The Apostle Paul had a great deal to say 
about the church, and on several occa- 
sions he likens it to a building, but the 
foundation on which the church is built 
is never Peter, it is always Jesus. (See 
Eph. 2:19-20: 1 Cor. 3:11.) 








Peter too compares the church to a 
building, and to a building founded on 
Christ Jesus, not himself. “Come to him,” 
he cries (1 Peter 2:4), “to that living 
stone rejected by men, but in God’s sight 
chosen and precious, and like living 
stones be yourselves built into a spiritual 
house to be a holy priesthood to offer 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ, for it stands in 
Scripture, ‘I am laying in Zion a stone, 
a cornerstone chosen and precious, and 
he who believes in him (i.e., Jesus) will 
not be put to shame.’ ”’ The two apostles 
agree then that the church is built on 
Jesus who is the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God, and that it is composed of 
men who accept Jesus as Savior and 
Lord, and who receive from him a com- 
mon life—men, that is, who are called 
out from the world to worship and serve 
God through Jesus Christ. 


lil. The Future of the Church 

It was of this church that Jesus said, 
“The powers of death shall not prevail 
against it.” To the men of that time it 
must have seemed amazing for one to pre- 
dict that from this humble beginning 
there would come a society that would 
endure to the end of time. Yet that pre- 
diction has been fulfilled to this present 
moment. Every other society then in ex- 
istence has perished, but the church is 
more widely spread in the world today 
than ever before in its history. 

As one of our hymns has it, “O 
where are kings and empires now of 
old that went and came, but Lord thy 
church is praying yet a thousand years 
the same.” 


But notice that Jesus did not promise 
that the church cannot suffer loss, or go 
into eclipse, or even die in any particular 
locality, in any particular country, or in 
any particular region. He does not say 
that the Presbyterian Church in your own 
community will never languish or die. He 
does not say that the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States will not lose its in- 
fluence. He does not say that Protestant- 
ism will necessarily survive. He does not 
say that the church behind the Iron Cur- 
tain will not finally be extinguished. On 
the other hand he warned us, “You are 
the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost 
its taste, it is no longer good for anything 
except to be thrown out and trodden un- 
derfoot by men.” And that warning has 
been realized in many parts of the world. 
In many places where once strong and 
flourishing it is now weak, dying or dead. 
The church itself will not die, but the 
church in any particular place may de- 
cline and even die, and it will do so 
unless it fulfills its God-given function. 

What then is the function of the 
church? 


IV. The Function of the Church 
Jesus describes that function in differ- 
ent language on different occasions. Here 
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he puts it in two figures, and first, the 
figure of the keys. “I will give you,” he 
says, “the keys to the kingdom of heaven.” 

The kingdom of heaven, Matthew’s 
regular term for the kingdom of God, is 
God’s reign among men on this earth, as 
well as in the world to come. It includes 
those blessings which are available for 
men and for society when the reign of 
God becomes a fact. Now Jesus gives to 
Peter, and to all after him who believe 
that he is the Christ, the Son of the Liv- 
ing God, the keys that will open these 
blessings to other men in this life and 
in the life to come. It is our primary 
responsibility then, as believers in Christ, 
to open the way for men to find these 
blessings which God, on his part, is al- 
ways ready to give. And, unless that 
responsibility is accepted by members of 
the church as well as its ministers, the 
church will finally wither and die. In 
our missions overseas, in the rapidly 
growing cities of our homeland, in our 
projected Mission to the Nation, the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States has 
today an unparalleled opportunity to 
open the doors of the kingdom to men 
that it dare not let slip out of its hands. 

But Jesus does not stop with the figure 
of the keys. “Whatever you bind on 
earth,” he continues, “shall be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven.” This 
verse, translated by Moffatt, reads, 
“Whatever you prohibit on earth will be 
prohibited in heaven, and whatever you 
permit on earth will be permitted in 
heaven.” That is the exact meaning of 
Jesus’ words in modern speech, for to 
bind and loose were technical expressions 
used by the rabbis, meaning to permit 
and to forbid certain courses of action. 
Matthew 18:18, makes it clear that this 
authority is given not only to Peter, but 
also to the early Christian community. 
Through them the Risen Christ was to 
express his will. Through them he was 
to carry out his purpose. What they or- 
dered Christ would desire. What they 
forbade Christ would disapprove. 

The fulfillment of this tremendous 
promise is found in the writings of the 
New Testament where the Apostles laid 
down the principles which will hence- 
forth guide the consciences of men. Other 
New Testament passages, for example 
Matthew 28:19, make it clear that in a 
lesser sense this power continues to be 
exercised by those followers: of Jesus 
who, by their teaching or lives, by their 
words or examples, impress the world 
more deeply with a sense of what is right 
and what is wrong, what is permitted and 
what is forbidden. The church is the 
appointed agency through which God’s 
reign and his righteousness are to be ex- 
tended on earth. It is the appointed 
agency through which the moral judg- 
ments of God revealed in Scripture may 
find concrete and definite expression. Our 


task as individual members of the church 
is to see that the moral judgments of God 
are clearly and adequately expressed 
through us. 


World in the Church 


But what troubles me as I follow the 
history of the church is that so often the 
moral judgments of the church reflect 
the prejudices and interests of its mem- 
bers rather than the moral judgments of 
God. This fact has been illustrated over 
and over again. To many observers of 
our modern society the church seems to 
reflect the opinions of the world about it 
rather than the mind of Christ, to lag 
behind rather than to lead in moral and 
ethical sensitivity. This may be inevi- 
table. The church is now so largely iden- 
tified with society that it naturally re. 
flects the viewpoint of society as a whole. 
It cannot be too far ahead of the world, 
because there is so much of the world in 
the church. 

What we have a right to expect, I 
think, is that the minister will reflect the 
judgments of Christ and not the judg- 
ments of the world, that our church offi- 
cers and Sunday school teachers, and at 
least a minority of active Christian lay- 
men will be ahead of the world and not 
behind it in their ethical thinking; that 
there will be, in other words, a cutting 
edge, a creative minority within the 
church, more sensitive than others to the 
mind of Christ, who shall point the way 
in which the consciences of men will 
ultimately move; and that our church 
courts, particularly our highest church 
court, will reflect this creative, forward- 
looking, more fully Christian point-of- 
view. 


But unfortunately church leaders 
themselves often reflect the viewpoint 
of the world rather than the viewpoint 
of Christ. 


We should not be too much surprised, 
I suppose, because that was the case of 
Simon Peter himself. In Matthew 16:21 
we read that “from that time Jesus began 
to show his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things from 
the elders and chief priests and scribes, 
and be killed, and on the third day be 
raised. Peter began to rebuke him say- 
ing, ‘God forbid Lord, this shall never 
happen to you.’ But he turned and said 
to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan. You are 
a hindrance to me, for you are not on 
the side of God but of men.’ ” 

Jesus is speaking here to the Apostle 
whom a moment ago he had so highly 
commended, the Apostle who had just 
confessed his faith in him as the Son of 
God, the Apostle who in time would do 
more to establish the church than any 
other. And now Jesus tells this man that 
he is a spokesman of the devil, that he 
is a hindrance to him rather than a help, 
that he is not for God but against him. 
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First, but not Last 


Is it really possible for a man to be- 
lieve in Christ and yet not have the mind 
of Christ, to be rather a spokeman of 
the devil, to hinder rather than to help 
Christ’s cause, to be fighting in the ranks 
of those who are opposed rather than those 
who aid the progress of the kingdom of 
God? 

Of course it is. Peter was the first of 
such men, but by no means the last. In 
every age there have been men who have 
acknowledged Jesus as Lord, and yet in 
this battle or that they fought on the side 
of the devil rather than on the side of 
God. I imagine we all know such men 
today, or think we do. We may be wrong 
in our judgments, yet such men there are, 
or otherwise the church would not be so 
divided in its judgments regarding the 
critical issues of the day. 

As a matter of fact this is true of all 
of us at one time or another, in one 
area of our life or another. 


As we look back over our lives we will 
have to admit that there have been times 
when we too have allowed the devil to 
use us for his mouthpiece. There have 
been occasions when we hindered rather 
than helped the cause of Christ. There 
have been issues in which we have been 
ranged on the popular side, that is, on 
man’s side, rather than on God’s side. 
which so often is other than the popular 
side. 

And since this is so, we will have to 
admit that there is a possibility that such 
is still the case, that in one respect or 
another we reflect the mind of the world 
and not the mind of Christ, that on this 
point or that we are spokesmen for the 
devil, that in this cause or that we are 
a hindrance rather than a help, that in 
this issue or that we are on men’s side 
rather than on God’s side. We do not 
know that this is the case, of course, but 
we have to admit that there is that possi- 
bility. This is true because our minds are 
molded by the traditions that have come 
down to us, by the pressures that flow 
in from every side, and it is difficult for 
us to escape the errors of our age. 

Not to recognize that this is the case 
means that our eyes are shut to the light 
that might otherwise come to us from his 
Word, that we do not recognize our own 
shortcomings and therefore do not in pen- 
itence seek his pardoning grace as we 
ought, that in consequence we are lack- 
ing in sympathy and understanding of 
our fellowmen. 


To Avoid the Danger 


How can we avoid this danger to which 
Peter and we, with so many others, have 
succumbed ? 

We cannot now discuss the question 
fully, but we know that after Jesus had 
rebuked Peter he turned to his disciples 
and said, “If any man would come after 
me, let him deny himself... .”” This is not 
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the whole of the answer to our question, 
but it is a part of the answer. For if we 
put ourselves, our creed, our nation or our 
race, in the center of our thinking, and 
permit it to become the end of our being, 
our moral vision will necessarily be dis- 
torted. 

Jesus said, “If any man would come 
after me, let him deny himself and take 
up his cross and follow me.” In spite of 
his obtuseness at Caesarea Philippi, in 
spite of his later cowardice on that black 
day when Jesus was crucified, in spite of 
his stumbling and blundering to the end, 
Peter was greatly used by Christ, because 
he never ceased to follow Christ, as he 
was led by the Holy Spirit. On the house- 
top at Joppa, for example, he remon- 
strated with his Master as he had done 
some years earlier at Caesarea Philippi. 
“No, no, no, Lord,” he reiterated emphat- 
ically, “for I have never eaten anything 
common or unclean.” 

But Christ’s words sounded again and 
again in his ears. ‘What God has 
cleansed you must not call common.” And 
while Peter pondered that simple but 
profound truth an unexpected summons 
came from Cornelius, a Gentile, and step 
by step Peter broke with his past, de- 
parted from the traditions of his people, 
and followed the promptings of the Spirit 
until at last the light came.” Truly I per- 
ceive,” he said, “that God shows no par- 
tiality.” 

When the church in Jerusalem remon- 


strated with him because he had sat down 
at the table with a Gentile, Peter told the 
tale from beginning to end, until his final 
unanswerable word, “If then God gave 
the same gift to them as he gave to us 
when we believed in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who was I that I could withstand 
God ?” 


But note this. Peter would have 
withstood God if he had not re-ex- 
amined his old prejudice in the light 
of the new truth which had come to him 
through Jesus Christ, if he had not 
followed the promptings of the Spirit 
down the new paths that were opening 
before him. 


The Holy Spirit does not always show 
us the final scene any more than he 
showed the final scene to Peter there on 
the housetop, but he will ordinarily show 
us the one step that lies ahead, and if 
we take that step and the next the fuller 
truth will finally come. If we refuse to 
take that first step, the truth may be for- 
ever hidden from our eyes. 

God grant that our minds may be open- 
ed to the promptings of his Spirit in our 
own day and in this General Assembly; 
that we may be willing now and always 
to re-examine old ideas in the light of 
the truth that has been given us; that 
when God leads in new paths we may 
follow; that when opposition breaks we 
may reply with Peter, “Who was I that 
I could withstand God ?” 
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@ A Moderators’ statement drafted by Presbyterians, U.S., and UPUSA 


A MESSAGE TO THE NATION 


N THE OCCASION of the celebra- 

tion of the 400th anniversary of the 
Scottish Reformation we, a joint com- 
mittee appointed by the moderators of 
two communions sharing this heritage 
and grateful for their common tradition, 
address ourselves to the nation where 
God has set us to labor in the ministry of 
his Son. 

We recall in this Jubilee Year the 
figures of John Calvin and John Knox 
and their witness to the truth that sets 
men free. We remember how Calvin 
transformed a city through his proclama- 
tion of the gospel and his concern for 
the whole counsel of God, and we are 
reminded how Knox summoned the 
church to be the instrument of Scotland’s 
renewal. Nor do we forget that our 
fathers in this land, imbued with the 
same faith and filled with the same con- 
cern, sought to establish a nation under 
God that would take seriously his will 
for men and be an example in liberty and 
justice for all. 


Divided Witness 


We confess that the voice of our 
churches within this tradition has not 
always been clear, that our witness is 
often divided, and that we are involved 
in today’s crisis and today’s guilt. 

We acknowledge the revolutionary 
character of the age in which we are set 
and the urgent necessity to deal creatively 
and forthrightly with problems in mag- 
nitude beyond anything that has been 
known to man. 

We proclaim our faith in Jesus Christ 
as the sovereign Lord of history and our 
joy that today’s revolutionary situation 
offers the possibility of confronting all 
life with Jesus Christ. 

In the midst of this epoch we dare to 
address the nation in the confidence that 
it too, like the church, is ordained of 
God and has a ministry to perform. In 
fidelity to the Word of God we bring to 
your attention God’s claim upon the 
world, his offer of forgiveness, and his 
summons to service. 


1. This Is God’s World 


We affirm and rejoice in the assurance 
that this world is created, sustained and 
controlled by the God revealed in Jesus 
Christ. 

God is the ruler of the universe. The 
so-called “space age” in which we live 
means, not that God is banished, but 
only that the scientist has used gifts con- 
ferred upon him by his creator to unlock 
some of the secrets of His world. When 
he sunders an atom or weighs an unseen 
star, he is but writing a footnote to the 
Psalmist’s words: “The heavens are 
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telling the glory of God; and the firma- 
ment proclaims his handiwork” (Psalm 
19:1). 

God is the Lord of history. In the 
disquieting course of human affairs to- 
day, with evil forces arising to disillu- 
sion the faithful and darken the fair 
face of hope, we cannot forget that in 
some of history’s most somber hours 
God’s mighty works have justified men’s 
assurance that “The Lord our God, the 
Almighty reigns” (Revelation 19:6). We 
are confident today that, while we can- 
not descry the course of future events, 
the ruler of all our yesterdays is likewise 
the Lord of all our tomorrows. Despite 
all that seems to belie it, we are sus- 
tained by the faith that God is working 
out his purposes in our own troubled 
time. 


Il. Man, Created in the Divine Im- 
age, Has Sinned Against God 


We proclaim the Biblical truth that 
all men are created by God in his image, 
called to sonship and service and made 
the objects of his redeeming love in 
Christ. 

Every human being, therefore, is 
clothed with a dignity and endowed with 
rights which only God can give or take 
away. Under God men are equal in dig- 
nity, rights and worth, despite the dis- 
parity in their gifts, the variations in 
race, the differences in language and the 
distinctions of social, economic and na- 
tional status. Moreover God made man, 
and deals with him, as a morally respon- 
sible person whom he summons to obey 
his holy will. 

It is the human tragedy that men have 
been universally disobedient, that they 
have rebelled against God, that ‘“‘all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God” (Romans 3:23). As a consequence, 
they forfeit the fellowship with God he 
created them to enjoy and live alienated 
from him and from each other and 
wrongly related to the world. 


Ill. God Offers Forgiveness Through 
Christ 


In mercy which only God could show, 
he came to this earth in the person of 
his son, took upon himself the nature of 
man, suffered death on the cross and rose 
again from the dead to redeem his es- 
tranged children. In humbly obeying the 
Father’s will even unto death he bore 
the penalty of our sins. In resisting all 
temptation he won the victory over sin 
and in his glorious resurrection he tri- 
umphed over death. To all who repent 
of their sins and place their trust in 
him, God offers forgiveness and restora- 
tion to his favor and fellowship. 


IV. God Summons Us to Obedient 
Service 


1. In Marriage and the Home 

He who created us male and female 
has also established and sanctified the 
institution of marriage. The union of 
man and wife is a sacred and binding 
relationship, blessed by our Lord Jesus 
Christ and to be held in honor by all 
men. Two persons forming this union 
give to one another a solemn vow and 
covenant and, acknowledging the divine 
presence, call God himself to witness. 
Thus their union is not theirs lightly 
to esteem nor lightly to destroy. ; 

We recognize the complexity of the 
problems, the strains and tensions, to 
which marriage and the home are subject 
in our modern culture. We therefore call 
upon the people of our nation, in the 
name of God, to accord these institutions 
the honor and inviolateness he intends 
them to possess. We remind all those 
entering this relationship that God com- 
mands them to preserve the sanctity of 
their own home, to recognize each other’s 
dignity and rights in equal measure and, 
as sinful human beings to whom he 
offers forgiveness through Christ, to deal 
in charity with each other’s shortcomings 
and offences. 

The sexual relation is the creation of 
God and is not therefore evil in itself. 
Within the marital bond it is to be re- 
garded not merely as a means of bringing 
children into the world but also as a 
divine provision for the mutual fulfill- 
ment of husband and wife. 

The God whose creative grace makes 
possible the blessing of children through 
marriage likewise vests man and wife 
with moral responsibility in the exercise 
of their procreative function. This re- 
sponsibility is intensified today by what 
is known as “the population explosion” 
and the threats to human welfare it in- 
volves. The bringing of children into 
the world is a privilege not to be lightly 
or selfishly evaded by married couples. 
On the other hand, the responsibility of 
prospective parents obligates them to 
consider well how their children are to 
be provided with that which will make 
for their best physical, cultural, moral 
and spiritual development. 

If man and wife are not to be denied 
mutual fulfillment in the sexual relation, 
and if society is not to be penalized by 
the unplanned and irresponsible produc- 
tion of children, it will follow that access 
to information regarding the best meth- 
ods of birth control is the right of all 
married couples, and the provision of 
this information the duty of a responsible 
society. 

The fact that marriage is ordained of 
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God does not mean that all persons 
should marry. Nor does it mean that in 
all cases the fullest life is to be found 
only in marriage. Under God each per- 
son is called to his special service, and 
in some cases responsible obedience may 
involve remaining single. The contribu- 
tion of unmarried persons to the welfare 
of human society has been an incalculable 
blessing. 


2. In Man’s Work 


In a world created and ruled by God, 
it is the duty and privilege of every per- 
son to serve him in some activity with 
the gifts he has received. Accordingly, 
the Apostle Paul said: ‘Whether you 
eat or drink or whatever you do, do all 
to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). 
Thus any worthy labor, whether of hand 
or brain, may become an individual’s 
divine vocation. There should be no ul- 
timate distinction between sacred and 
secular vocations—all worthy callings, 
accepted in the spirit of service to God 
and man, are sacred. 

Any human endeavor may at times 
grow monotonous and sink to the level of 
a chore and in'this day of mass produc- 
tion, of the assembly line and automa- 
tion, many tasks may seem trivial and 
meaningless. But the recognition that all 
life may be lived to the glory of God 
can invest the trivial task with meaning 
and shed upon the meanest chore the 
light of high purpose. 

We are summoned not only to see the 
significance of our work, but also to deal 
in love and justice with our confederates 
in work. We are called to remember that 
all men, whether representing manage- 
ment or labor, are equally endowed by 
God with dignity and rights. The com- 
mand that we love our neighbor as our- 
selves means at the very least that these 
two groups, jointly engaged in produc- 
tion or in the service industries, should 
deal with each other in justice and, in 
its full dimension, that they should seek 
each other’s welfare. 

It is the duty of every individual, 
whatever his work or his role, to examine 
his practices and those of his group in 
the light of God’s call to work as a divine 
vocation and as a service to humanity. 


This will surely mean that the need and 
welfare of society as a whole, and not 
just the interests of separate individuals 
and groups, will remain a paramount 
concern. 


3. In Race Relations 


“God shows no partiality” (Romans 
2:11). All men are created in his image, 
equally precious in his sight and the 
objects of his redeeming love in Christ. 
God summons us, therefore, to recognize 
their dignity and equality before the law, 
acknowledging their right to an equal 
opportunity for development and service. 

No human differences, such as the 
color of men’s skins, can annul the fact 
of their essential equality or justify any 
discrimination based on the denial of it. 
Let us remember also that beyond the 
call to justice God calls us to love our 
neighbor as ourselves and to recognize 
that anyone in any kind of need is our 
neighbor. 

In our land where men of many races, 
nations and religions are met together 
we face what is perhaps an unprecedented 
opportunity to fashion a society which 
manifests the God-ordained equality of 
men. We are divinely challenged to re- 
solve the racial tensions that characterize 
the world, jeopardize its peace and preju- 
dice the development of individuals and 
racial groups. Foremost in this endeavor 
should be the church. In her worship 
and organization and in the institutions 
to which she is intimately related racial 
discrimination has no place and all as- 
pects of her life should be governed by 
love. 


4. In International Relations 


It is the will of God that men should 
live in peace with one another. War is 
the supreme, the all-inclusive evil in 
human society. We should, therefore, 
spare no effort to avoid all misunder- 
standing, hostility, avarice and national 
policies that might make for war. Of 
urgent and crucial importance is the ces- 
sation of the race in armaments, espe- 
cially between our nation and _ the 
U.S.S.R. 

We are not suggesting that our nation 
unilaterally disarm, but we call upon 
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her leaders and all her citizens to seek 
with other peoples every possible means 
of halting the production of instruments 
of destruction that threaten the survival 
of the human race on this planet. 

We are not helpless. We call upon the 
leaders and the citizens of our nation to 
strive in every way possible to promote 
goodwill and to cement friendly relations 
between our people and the other peoples 
on the globe. The loyalty and service 
we owe our own country are best fulfilled 
when we see ourselves also as citizens 
of the world, acknowledging our obliga- 
tion to all men and seeking, under God, 
a true family of all nations. 


V. God Summons Us to Repentance 


We have fallen far short as a church 
and as a nation in furthering obedience 
to God’s will in the crucial areas of mar- 
riage and the home, of man’s work, of 
race and international relations. 


As a church we recognize that judg- 
ment begins in the House of the Lord 
and confess our full involvement in the 
world’s failure and guilt. We have been 
insensitive, exclusive and often irrelevant. 
We have been so preoccupied with our 
forms and programs that we have re- 
fused to take seriously our mandate to 
love and serve the world God loved and 
for which Christ died. We confess our 
need for continuing, earnest study of 
these great issues and, in fidelity to our 
Reformed Tradition, the church’s need 
for further reformation. 


As a nation we acknowledge that we 
have sometimes been generous, but with 
mixed motives, and that we have been 
unwilling to make the costly sacrifices 
requisite to being a true servant of man- 
kind. We have become soft and undis- 
ciplined. We have been more concerned 
with the threats to our national life from 
without than we are with the more serious 
dangers arising from our own lack of 
integrity. In a day in which world lead- 
ership is thrust upon us, we are inade- 
quate to meet its demand. 

Let us as a church, as a nation and as 
individuals heed God’s call to repentance 
and to renewed obedience. Let us real- 
ize that the unprecedented temporal bless- 
ings we enjoy as favors of God do not 
necessarily bespeak his approval of our 
life and conduct. Let us listen to what 
he may be saying to us through the very 
forces which have arisen against us and 
which threaten our security from without 
and from within. Let us see in the chang- 
ing order of our day not only God’s 
judgment upon us, but also a reminder 
of his unfailing mercy and his promise 
of new possibilities for freedom, order 
and justice. Let us return to the holy 
and loving God whose we are in true 
repentance, in undying hope and in glad 
obedience. “The time is fulfilled, and 
the kingdom of God is at hand; repent 
and believe in the gospel” (Mark 1:15). 
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@ Adopted unanimously by the United Presbyterian, USA, 
Board of Christian Education meeting in Philadelphia 


To Students Involved in Non-Violent 
Demonstrations Protesting Racial 
Discrimination 


We, the members of the Board of 
Christian Education of the United Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States of 
America, desire to send a message of as- 
surance and brotherly concern to the stu- 
dents and adults, Negro and white, who 
are participating in non-violent demon- 
strations, in conference, meetings, nego- 
tiations, and in related peaceful means 
of protesting against racial discrimina- 
tion in eating establishments, in stores, 
in churches and public buildings. We 
acknowledge that the demonstrations have 
awakened our own consciences from an 


acceptance of a slow and limited effort at 
integration. We desire that those involved 
in these protests know of our sympathy, 
concern, and pride in the leadership 
Christians have taken where it is so much 
easier to talk than to act. 

We desire to witness with them to the 
reconciling love of God in Christ, pro- 
claiming that our Lord died for all men, 
and that each of us must treat one an- 
other with dignity, respect, and Christian 
love. We affirm that discrimination, 
wherever it occurs, in the North, South, 
East, or West, is a cruel sin against the 
love of Christ. 
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RENTER OR OWNER? 
: 
From renting to owning is one of life’s happiest experiences. Pos- 
session gives a thrill and it is a special thrill if the renter acquires a prop- 
erty which he has rented too long. 


A life insurance policy can be rented. A Term policy will serve as 
a temporary measure to meet an emergency, but the permanent possession 


of a contract opens a way to a new life. The owner adds to his prop- 
erty, plans to improve it, wants to own more. Taking care of it increases 


Phere is a time to own and a time to rent. But youth is owning 
time since insurance policies increase in cost with age while health hazards 


It is a good policy to own a good policy. And the Fund sells the 
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A foothold in the future fulfils a 
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Wider Concern 


We are grateful that the common con- 
cern for human rights unites us not only 
with fellow-Christians but also with 
those of other faiths and commitments. 
We give thanks for the evidence of God’s 
reconciling action beyond the bounds of 
the church and are doubly aware of the 
enormity of the sin which causes the 
church to practice wilful discrimination 
in her own life. 

We salute all students who are seek- 
ing to promote civil rights by their dem- 
onstrations of non-violence and economic 
withdrawal. We admire their courage and 
their willingness to bear legal penalties in- 
curred in the enforcement of unjust laws 
and customs. Frequently law and social 


. custom are less perfect expressions of 


justice than God wills. Yet they can 
never be disobeyed without certain mis- 
givings and sincere examination of con- 
science, for God uses even them to pre- 
serve a degree of order and peace. None- 
theless, God continues to bring the basic 
injustice of such statutes and tradition 
under his judgment. He calls Christians 
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The timely subject of the challenge 
of the city to the Christian Church 
is presented in this book. Beginning 
with cities in the Bible and proceeding 
to the present day, the need of city 
dwellers for the Christian message in 
action is examined. Specific plans are 
suggested for church work in the 
downtown, inner city, and suburban 
areas. The last two chapters comprise 
a handbook for ministers and lay 
leaders to use in establishing new 
Presbyterian churches. 
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to work toward changing law and custom 
that they may be more conformable to his 
will. 


At Doorstep 


Our impulse often is to go to the scenes 
of these protests and lend our personal 
aid and encouragement. But this inclina- 
tion is balanced by the realization that 
the problem of race relations is at our own 
doorsteps and that we can best assist by 
taking decisive action against hatred and 
discrimination wherever they are found 
in business practices, schools, housing, 
and in our own churches. 

We wish, therefore, not only to endorse 
the statement issued by the staff of the 
Board of Christian Education at their 
annual meeting in Atlantic City but also 
to express and record our own commenda- 
tion of these students and adults. We 
pledge to those involved the continued 
support of the work of the Department of 
Social Education and Action of this 
Board and the efforts being made through 
the National Student Christian Federa- 
tion. We further pledge to them such 
material aid as we are individually led 
to give. 

Again we confess our own shortcom- 
ings in which our deeds do not measure 
up to our words. We acknowledge that 
we stand under the judgment of God for 
our unbrotherly prejudices and deeds. 
May the power of the One who endured 
unmerited suffering redemptively give 
each of us grace and strength to confront 
this sin against brotherly love in a spirit 
of calmness and courage, perseverance 
and hope. 


“Insecure” Coexistence 
Advocated by Niebuhr 


New YorK (RNS)—Reinhold Nie- 
buhr, noted Protestant theologian, urged 
Americans here not to flee but accept 
and coexist with the peril of insecurity, 
which he termed a “resolute foe’’ in- 
herent in our destiny. 

“All responsible people must be con- 
cerned with living their private lives 
creatively without disengagement from 
public destiny,” he told a group of stu- 
dents at Barnard College, Columbia Uni- 
versity’s undergraduate school for women. 

Dr. Niebuhr, who is vice-president of 
Union Theological Seminary here, spoke 
n “Public and Private Destinies in the 
Nuclear Age.” He defined private des- 
tiny as that framework in which “we 
try to be ourselves, personally, voca- 
tionally and romantically.” Public des- 
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tiny, he said, is “the horizontal dimen- 
sion of Paci nation, civilization, and 
the ultimate community of mankind now 
united in facing a possible common 
fate.” 

Americans, he observed, live “in a 
paradise of gadgets and a hell of in- 
security, obsessed with our living stand- 
ard and thinking of ourselves as an 
exemplar of democracy.” Nor are things 
better in Russia, he added, where an elite 
does the thinking and a romantic hero 
is one who exceeds quotas. 

In the nuclear age, he declared, once 
popular attitudes of utopianism and re- 
sistance are no longer possible. “Today,” 
he said, “private destiny meets public 
destiny.” 


Educator Says Colleges 
Should Admit Variety 


CuIcaco (RNS)—Colleges with high 
academic standards should admit stu- 
dents of varying abilities and not just 
the “intellectually elite,’ Roman Catho- 
lic Father Robert J. Slavin, president of 
Providence (R.I.) College, declared here. 


MONTREAT ANDERSON 


Coeducational Junior College 
An Affiliated Presbyterian College 
Liberal Arts—Business Education—Music 
Terminal Courses—Business and Church Secretary 
Total Cost $805—Liberal Scholarships 
Calvin Grier Davis, President 
Box O, Montreat, N.C. 








Speaking at the 57th annual conven- 
tion of the National Catholic Educa- 
tional Association, he said such colleges 
should challenge all students to “oper- 
ate, produce, and achieve” in accordance 
with their aptitudes. 

“If students through motivation and 
concentrated intellectual work achieve in 
a superior way their capacity for per- 
fection,” he said, ‘‘the students and the 
college they attend are pursuing excel- 
lence, the highest calling of any educa- 
tional institution.” 
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WHEN SHADOWS 


FALL 


by Newman R. McLarry 


If ever you have asked, “Why did 
this happen to me?”—this book is for 
you. Find here solid answers to the 
why of human suffering. 

A pastor sensitive to the sorrow and 
queries of his people seeks a true 
understanding of pain and death and 
interprets them for your needs today. 
His warm, personal style speaks di- 
rectly to the heart of every reader. 

Make sure your friends receive this 
helpful book when they face bereave- 
ment or other sorrow. $1.25 
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CAMPUS NEWS 


Two endowed professorships were 
announced at Westminster College (Mo.) 
at the recent Founders’ Day celebration. 
The A. P. Green Chair of English Liter- 
ature, with a $100,000 grant, memorial- 
izes the late Mr. Green who was a West- 
minster trustee for 35 years. The chair 
of economics was established by an anon- 
ymous St. Louis donor. 

* * x 





Honorary ‘degrees conferred by West- 
minster (Mo.) on Founders’ Day in- 


cluded: LL. D.: Charles S. Drew, St. 
Louis business executive; D. D.: James 
F. Neill, St. Louis pastor. President 


Robert L. D. Davidson reviewed achieve- 
ments of the college in the recent past 
and outlined major objectives to be sought 
in the future. 
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Groundbreaking ceremonies were held 
April 30 for a new men’s dormitory at 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary—first 
building of a new $13,500,000 develop- 
ment program. William Steel of the 
Highland Avenue (former U.P.) campus 
represented John Anderson, one of the 
Pittsburgh-Xenia founders, and David 
Koch of the Ridge Avenue (formerly 
USA) campus represented John McMil- 
lan, an early Presbyterian leader and an 
ancestor of Presbyterian theological ed- 
ucation in Pittsburgh. They wielded axes, 
chopping down a tree to make way for 
the new building. 


Lawson Is Offered 
Belgian Congo Post 


NASHVILLE, TENN. (RNS)—Ousted 
Vanderbilt University Divinity School 
senior James M. Lawson of Nashville, 
Tenn., has been offered the post of Prot- 
estant chaplain at the University of 
Elisabethville in the Belgian Congo by 
Methodist Bishop Newell S. Booth, who 
heads the denomination’s work in the 
colony. 

A Negro minister, Mr. Lawson was 
dismissed by the executive committee of 
Vanderbilt University’s board of trus- 
tees for coordinating sit-in demonstra- 
tions by Negro college students at lunch 
counters in Nashville. 
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Fine editions bound in genuine leather, from $12.50 to $22.50. 


Now on sale at your denominational publishing house and bookstore. 
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Sincerity in Religious Practice 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for May 22, 1960 
Matthew 6:1-18 


I. 

The King James Version translates 
Matthew 6:1: “Take heed that ye do 
not your alms before men to be seen of 
them.” The rRSv translates more accu- 
rately: “Beware of practicing your piety 
before men in order to be seen by them; 
for then you will have no reward from 
your Father who is in heaven.” Here we 
have the theme of the section, for piety 
is a general term which includes alms, 
prayer, fasting and other observances as 
well. If we exercise our piety, or perform 
our religious acts, says Jesus, to be seen 
of men, then we have our reward—from 
men, but not from God. 

To make his meaning more clear Jesus 
applies the principle which he has just 
enunciated to three common religious 
practices of his own day—alms, prayer, 
and fasting. He chooses these three be- 
cause they were at the time the marks of 
a religious man; also, it may be, because 
they cover in a way the whole field in- 
sofar as the outward expression of a 
man’s religion is concerned. Our religion 
moves in three directions—inward, out- 
ward, and upward; it includes duties to- 
ward one’s self, toward one’s neighbors, 
and toward God. In the first case it is 
some form of self-discipline, in Jesus’ 
day fasting was its best example; in the 
second case it becomes benevolence, and 
almsgiving was then its characteristic 
embodiment; in the last case it is devo- 
tion, and prayer was then and is still the 
typical form. In whatever form our reli- 
gious life expresses itself, says Jesus, its 
motivation must be genuinely religious, 
if it is to have any spiritual value. 

He takes the giving of alms as his first 
example. Here is a man who wishes to 
bestow his charity upon a beggar in the 
street. He unslings a trumpet, which he 
carries for such occasions, blows lustily 
upon it until a crowd has collected, then 
deposits his coin in the beggar’s cap and 
moves on his way. The illustration is a 
humorous one and is intended to bring 
a smile, but it carries the point. 

No work of righteousness was more 
largely inculcated in the Scriptures than 
almsgiving. (Cf. Leviticus 19:9, 10; 
Deuteronomy 15:7-11; Psalm 41:1; 
Proverbs 21:13.) And it is a duty which 
Jesus himself emphasizes (in Matthew 
25:31-46, for example). But if we give 
our alms for the sake of the publicity 
that it brings, the only reward that we get 
is the reward of publicity. 

“When you give alms,” says Jesus, “do 
not let your left hand know what your 
right hand is doing.” Plainly these words 
cannot be taken literally; but their mean- 
ing, when taken in connection with 5:16, 


MAY 9, 1960 





is plain. To have any real value we must 
give our alms to relieve human need, or 
to promote God’s glory, not merely or 
chiefly to save our own reputation or to 
enhance it. 

Why do men give today? To escape 
criticism, to gain the reputation for lib- 
erality, to avoid the stigma of stinginess, 
to keep from paying a heavy income tax, 
to cover dishonest or unjust means of 
getting their wealth, to salve their con- 
science, to help their fellow men, or to 
advance the kingdom of God? Motives, 
no doubt, are generally mixed, but the 
particular reward that giving brings de- 
pends upon the motives that are primary. 

Jesus illustrates the principle in the 
second place from the practice of prayer. 
Quite evidently there were men in his day 
who wished to gain the reputation for 
sanctity. They took pains to let men 
generally know that they prayed. Men 
are not accustomed today to pray on the 
street corners, but there are other ways of 
accomplishing the same end. A speaker 
at the Harvard Law School recently ad- 
vised the graduates of that school to at- 
tend church regularly when they entered 
upon their practice. “You will meet the 
best people in the community,” he said, 
“and it will bring you business.”” He was 
quite right; a man who goes to church, 
who observes religious forms and cere- 
monies, in order to make the right human 
contacts, has his reward, but it comes 
from men and not from God. 

Jesus illustrates his principle in the 
third place from the practice of fasting. 
As David Smith points out: 

“Fasting was not a stated ordinance of 
the Jewish religion. Public fasts were ap- 
pointed whenever any public calamity— 
war, pestilence, drought, famine, and the 
like—called for humiliation before God; 
and devout folk fasted privately as they 
felt the need of spiritual discipline. This, 
however, was insufficient for the extremer 
sort of Pharisees. They fasted regularly 
twice a week.’’* 

And in some cases, at least, their real 
motive was to gain the approbation of 
men. “They make their faces unsightly,” 
says our Lord, with a humorous word 
play which our English versions miss, 
“that they may be a sight to men in their 
fasting.” 

Is there any value in fasting (during 
the Lenten season, for example), or in 
self-discipline of any sort? Jesus says 
it all depends on the motive. If you fast 
because it meets a real need in your soul, 
well and good; if you do it so that men 
may honor you or regard you as a pious 
man, it has no value in God’s sight. Your 





*Smith, David, Commentary on the Four 
Gospels—Matthew, pp. 117, 118. 


reward in this case comes solely from 
men. 

If we observe any religious practices 
in order that we may be regarded as re- 
ligious men, or because of their effect on 
men, then, says Jesus, we are hypocrites. 

The word “hypocrite” has come to have 
a very ugly connotation in our day which 
it did not necessarily have in Jesus’ day. 
The word comes from two Greek words 
which meant originally “one under a 
mask”; in other words, an actor in a 
play. The hypocrite is one who plays a 
part. Now there are some men and women 
who consciously play a part in order to 
deceive. But there are others who uncon- 
sciously play a part; they are often the 
best actors of all, for they deceive even 
themselves. They really think they are 
religious. But they are only playing at 
it. They do not realize that their religion 
is really a show—to be seen of men; that 
it has become a form, it may be even a 
farce, lacking genuine religious vitality; 
that it is not prompted by, nor does it 
promote, genuine fellowship with God. 


In Matthew 6:6-13 Jesus gives us three 
valuable hints regarding prayer. 

1. “When you pray, go into your room 
and shut the door and pray to your Father 
who is in secret. . .” (6:6). Jesus did 
not mean that we are never to pray in 
public. He meant first of all, as the 
previous verse indicates, that we are not 
to pray to be seen of men; he meant more 
positively that when we pray we are to 
converse with God. To enter into such 
conversation with God, most of us need 
some place when we can retire from the 
world and be alone with him. 

2. “And in praying do not heap up 
empty phrases as the Gentiles do. . .” 
(5:7). Empty phrases—phrases, that is, 
that have no meaning for us and therefore 
no meaning for God. In this connection 
Jesus reminds us that God knows what 
we have need of before we ask. Some 
people wonder, why, then, should we 
pray? But anyone who thinks that we 
pray simply to inform God of our needs 
has not learned the first lesson in prayer. 
God knows that we have need of food, 
but he expects us to work to obtain it, 
for such effort is essential for man’s 
highest development. God knows that we 
have need of knowledge, but he expects 
us to study to secure it, for mental exer- 
tion is necessary for man’s highest de- 
velopment. He knows that we have need 
of spiritual good which we cannot obtain 
by the labor of our hands or by the effort 
of our minds, but he expects us to pray 
that we may receive it, for fellowship 
with God and conscious dependence upon 
him are necessary for our highest devel- 
opment along spiritual lines. We do not 
pray to inform God or to persuade him, 
but to fill a very necessary condition for 
praver’s answer. “We are not moving 
God toward us, we are raising ourselves 
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to him.” Or as Augustine said long ago: 

“Prayer cleans and purifies the heart 
and makes it more capable of receiving the 
divine gifts. God is always ready to give 
us his light, but we are not always ready 
to receive it. By prayer we open channels 
through which blessings are always ready 
to flow.” 


> 


3. “Pray then like this: Our Father 
who art in heaven. . .” (6:9). Jesus re- 
minds us here that we are to pray to a 
God who is our Father, who loves each 
one of us as though there were only one 
of us to love, who is more ready to give 
good gifts to his children than any earthly 
father is to give gifts to his children. 

We are to pray to God who is our 
Father in heaven—whose views are not 
bound as ours necessarily are by the 
things of earth or by the things of today, 
a God who sees what is best for us in all 
the years that lie ahead, through all the 
years of eternity—a God who has all 
power at his disposal, who makes the 
wrath of men to praise him, and who 
makes all things work together for good 
to them that love him. 

We are to pray to our Father who is 
in heaven, not my Father only, or your 
Father, but our Father, the God and 
Father of all men everywhere. 

Three of the six petitions that follow 
and these the first three refer to the 
interests of God. This does not mean that 
we must always mention the divine inter- 
ests first, though perhaps it would help 
to put us in the proper mood and to put 
our personal petition in the proper frame 
of reference if we did so more often. But 
even when the petitions which we voice 
are altogether for our own needs, the 
wider interests of God should be in mind. 
Even in the midst of life’s tragedies we 
should pray as Jesus did in the Garden 
of Gethsemane, ‘Nevertheless not my 
will, but thine, be done”? (Luke 22:42). 
It may be that our prayers have not meant 
to us what we should like because, sel fish- 
ly, we have sought our own interests to 
the neglect of God’s interests, or because, 
subtly, unconsciously, we have sought our 
own interests at the expense of the divine 
interests. But what are the divine inter- 


ests ? 


“Hallowed Be Thy Name” 


The name of God in the Bible repre- 
sents the character of God, God as he has 
revealed himself to man. To hallow means 
to make known as holy on the part of 
God and to regard as holy on the part of 
man. When we pray, “Hallowed be thy 
name,” we pray that God will reveal the 
holiness of his character, and of his pur- 
pose, and of his will to mankind—as we 
pore over his revealed Word, as we delve 
into the secrets of nature, as we seek to 
understand the meaning of world events, 
as we try to interpret the meaning of our 
own experience. 

As we offer this petition we pray that 
we and other men may recognize and 
reverence the character and purpose and 
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will of God as revealed to us in the Bible, 
in nature, in history and in our own ex- 
perience. And if our petition is vital and 
sincere, we pledge ourselves to rever- 
ence and to lead other men to reverence 
God’s character, God’s purpose, and 
God’s will, however it may be revealed 
to us. 


“Thy Kingdom Come” 

The kingdom is God’s rule over indi- 
vidual men and over society in this world 
as well as in the world to come. When 
we offer this petition we pray that God’s 
reign may be established in our hearts, 
in our homes, in our city, and in the 
social, industrial, political, and interna- 
tional life of our times, and we pledge 
ourselves to work toward the accomplish- 
ment of that end. We also pray for that 
glorious consummation of the kingdom 
when Jesus shall come again in the glory 
of the angels. 


“Thy Will Be Done” 

When we offer this petition we pray 
that God’s will may be done by whom? 
Certainly not by God, for such a prayer 
would be both futile and foolish. We 
request, then, that God’s will may be 
done by other men, by our neighbors, by 
heads of governments, by local politi- 
cians, by industrialists and labor leaders, 
by all men in every walk of life. But 
such prayer is meaningless unless it is 
also and first and foremost a prayer that 
God’s will may be done in us. 

The reverencing of God’s character, 
the coming of God’s kingdom, the doing 
of God’s will—these are the great ends 
toward which our prayers should be di- 
rected. But we have other needs, needs 
of a more personal character, that it is 
proper for us to present unto God. So 
Jesus taught us to pray: 


“Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread” 

We gather from this petition that it is 
proper for us to ask God for the material 
blessings of life. “Daily bread” prob- 
ably means the bread that is necessary 
for the day, or the bread for today that 
will be needed tomorrow. Jesus does not 
encourage us to ask for superfluities. The 
petition covers what is needed for culture 
and refinement, but it does not cover 
luxury and extravagance. Moreover, it 
is a social prayer. Jesus teaches us to 
pray not only for ourselves, but also for 
our fellowmen—Give us this day our 
daily bread. No man who sincerely prays 
this prayer can take advantage of his 
fellowmen or refuse to minister to their 
need. 

If we offer this petition with under- 
standing and with sincerity, then we 
pray that all men in all nations, and every 
group and class within our own nation, 
may have food and clothing and shelter 
which they need for their physical well- 
being, and we pledge ourselves to labor 
for a world order in which this may come 
to pass. 


“Forgive Us Our Debts” 

Jesus taught us in the previous peti- 
tion to pray for our material needs (not 
our material wants). He comes now to 
our spiritual needs. The first petition 
looks to the past and the second to the 
future. As we think of the past we realize 
that we have sinned and we pray that he 
may forgive us our failures, our short- 
comings, and our sins; that he may for- 
give the sins of our nation and the sins of 
the blundering, suffering race of men. 

We pray that God may forgive us as 
we have forgiven those who have wronged 
us. The “as” must not be pressed to mean 
that the fullness of the Father’s forgive- 
ness is to be measured by the extent to 
which we forgive our fellowmen. No such 
hard bargaining is to be understood. 
What is meant is that we ourselves must 
cultivate the spirit of forgiveness toward 
those who seem to have wronged us before 
we venture to claim forgiveness for our- 
selves, or before we can really appro- 
priate the forgiveness of God. 

And what does it mean to forgive our 
debtors? It does not necessarily mean 
that we will forget the injury that has 
been done us, though often this is the best 
thing we could do. It does mean that we 
will not strike back for the sake of re- 
venge, that we will welcome, if not ac- 
tually seek a reconciliation (which may 
of course be thwarted by the offender 
himself) and that we shall continue un- 
der all circumstances to do good to the 
offender as we have the opportunity. 


“Lead Us not into Temptation but 
Deliver Us... .” 

The word “temptation” in the Greek 
refers to trials as well as to temptations 
to sin. As we offer this petition we ac- 
knowledge our own weakness, but also 
the strength of God which is available 
to us. We pray that in him we and those 
whom we love, and not only they but all 
men, may find strength to overcome self- 
ishness and sin, anxiety and depression 
and fear and bitterness and resentment, 
that we and they may live triumphant and 
radiant lives and in the midst of all life’s 
trials know the peace of God which pass- 
eth understanding. And as we offer this 
petition, we pledge ourselves to work for 
a world in which our children and the 
children of other men may not be tried 
or tempted above that they are able to 
endure; we pledge ourselves to continu- 
ous and unceasing effort to make known 
to all men the divine resources which are 
available to them. 


“For Thine Is the Kingdom, and the 
Power and the Glory, Forever. 
Amen” 

These words, which follow in the King 
James Version, were not a part of the 
original prayer and are not contained in 
the Revised Standard Version. But they 
were added through a very sound instinct 
on the part of the early church. They 
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BOOK NOTES 


THIS IS MY GOD. By Herman Wouk. 
Doubleday and Co., New York. 349 pp., 
$3.95. 

Wouk has written an admirable book 
under the theme of Exodus 15:2, telling 
of his people and the great tenets of their 
faith. It will surely bring to many per- 
sons a clarity of understanding of Juda- 
ism that they never had before. A sig- 
nificant fact: The notes of a book, usual- 
ly disregarded, will be the better read 
in this case. Indeed, they will be difficult 
to omit. 








BOOKS RECEIVED 


Be a Wonder to Yourself. David A. Mac- 
Lennan. Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, 
N. J. $2.75. 

Preaching from Revelation. Albert H. 
Baldinger. Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. $2. 

A Protestant Speaks His Mind. Ilion T. 
Jones. Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 
Pa. $3.95. 

The Threshold of Christianity. Lawrence 
E. Toombs. Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. $1.50. 

The Story of Israel. Stephen Szikszai. 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia, Pa. $1.50. 

Hiroshima. John Hersey. Bantam Books, 
N. Y. 35¢, paper. 

The Biblical Expositor. Vol. 1. Genesis 
to Esther. Vol. 2. Job to Malachi. Vol. 3. 
Matthew to Revelation. Carl F. H. Henry, 
Consulting editor. A. J. Holman Co., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. $6.95 each. 

My Cup Runneth Over. R. L. Middleton. 
Broadman Press, Nashville, Tenn. $2.50. 

Shrines of God. Kenneth Clinton. W. A. 
Wilde Co., Natick, Mass. $2. 

Stewardship in Contemporary Theology. 





T. K. Thompson, editor. Association Press, 
N. Y. $3.50. 

Right-to-Work Law Issues. Daniel H. 
Pollitt. National Council for Industrial 
Peace, 605 Albee Bldg., 1426 G St., N.W.. 
Washington 5, D.C. Single copies free. 

Barron's Teen-Age Summer Guide. M. 
Reinhold. Barron's Educational Series, 
Inc., Great Neck, N. Y. $1.50, paper. 

The Nature of True Virtue. Jonathan 
Edwards. University of Michigan Press, 
Ann Arbor, Mich. $1.45, paper. 

Fit to Be Tied. Chas. E. Batten & Don- 
ald E. McLean. Seabury Press, Greenwich, 
Conn. $1.75, paper. 





give us the reason why it is proper for 
us to offer the prayer. 

If we wish to learn the secret of suc- 
cessful prayer, we need to consider over 
and over again, these very simple, and yet 
profound words of Jesus, 


“When you pray, go into your room, and 
shut the door, and pray to your Father 
who is in secret... . And in praying, do 
not heap up empty phrases. ... Pray then 
like this: Our Father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
also have forgiven our debtors. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.” 


Less m theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 
Sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version 
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The Hammer of God. Bo Giertz. Augus- 
tana Press, Rock Island, Ill. $3.75. 








A spiritual guide to 
practical success 





Dynamic 
Preaching i s 


JAMES W. 
CLARKE 





For preacher and student, here is 
pointed, stimulating guidance by a 
noted pulpit master and former teach- 
er in McCormick and Princeton the- 
ological seminaries, now pastor of the 
Second Presbyterian Church, Rich- 
mond, Va. Dr. Clarke deals with the 
manner and mission of Christian 
preaching .. . its glory; the conflicts 
in development of its message; values 
(and dangers) in the devotional life 
from which preaching receives its true 
dynamic. $2.50 
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YOUR NEXT 
BIG STEP 
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Kearnie 
Keegan 
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Help prepare the young people of 
your church for college—through this 
delightful little book addressed espe- 
cially to college freshmen and to high 
school students planning for college. 

Ideal to give or recommend on grad- 
vation and off-to-college occasions. 


$1.25 
at your favorite bookseller 


BROADMAN PRESS 
Nashville 3, Tennessee 








Great Biblical Truths 
Applied to Modern Living 





Confronting 
Christ 


THOUGHTS FOR MEDITATION 
FROM THE GOSPEL OF MARK 
By ELTON TRUEBLOOD. “Makes the 


Book of Mark as up-to-date as the morn- 
ing newspaper—clear, concise, pertinent, 


helpful . . . filled with insight, stimulating 
and penetrating.’—Ray FREEMAN JENNEY. 
$3.00 





The Parables 


SERMONS ON THE STORIES 
JESUS TOLD 


By GERALD KENNEDY. “Relates the 
Parables closely and compellingly to 
everyday life in the United States here 
and now.”’—Rosert J. McCracken, River- 
side Church, New York City. $3.50 





The Enduring 
Message of 


the Bible 


By L. HAROLD DE WOLF. “A clear and 
comprehensive presentation of Biblical 
theology . . . written with simplicity and 
fluent grace.’-—Mary Ety Lyman, Pro- 
fessor Emeritus, Union Theological Sem- 
inary. $2.75 


At your bookseller 


HARPER & BROTHERS 
New York 16 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

J. Earl Adkins from Sumter, S. C., to 
the Edgewood church, 1000 Garden St., 
Sanford, N. C., June 1. 

Ronald A. Wilkins, 2nd, from Alto, La., 
to 107 Laurel Lane, Austin 5, Texas. 

Leroy V. Secrest, formerly of Kendall, 
Fla., is minister in Wiggins, Miss. 

E. A. Lindsey from Walnut Ridge, Ark., 
to Bay St. Louis, Miss. 

Albert L. Vreeland, formerly in Enter- 
prise, Ala., has become an executive of 
the Alabama Alcoholic Education Com- 
mittee in Montgomery. 

Herbert V. Carson has resigned as min- 
ister of Covenant church, Montgomery, 
Ala. After a trip which he and Mrs. Car- 
son will take to the Holy Land they plan 
to make their home in Charlotte, N. C. 

J. J. Murray, retired, from Lexington, 
Va., to Spring Hill, Hall Farm, Begbroke, 
Oxon, England, until June 30. 

William F. Summers, Clarksville, Tenn., 
is to become pastor of the First church, 
Tyler, Texas. 

L. A. Taylor will be retired July 1 as 
executive secretary of Wilmington Pres- 
bytery where he has served since 1945 
and he will become chaplain at the Cape 
Fear Memorial Hospital in Wilmington. 

James M. Kennedy, former Glasgow, 
Va., pastor, has become the first director 
of Christian education of Montgomery 
(Va.) Presbytery. 

Robert D. Barnes, former Huttonsville, 
W. Va., pastor, has been dropped from the 
roll of Greenbrier Presbytery upon his 
acceptance of the pastorate of a Protest- 
ant Episcopal church. 

Fred E. Manning, Sr., Clifton, S. C., 
become pastor of the churches in 
vetia and Pickens, W. Va., May 15. 

Calvin Thielman, formerly of Waynes- 
ville, N. C., is studying at New College, 
University of Edinburgh. Address: The 
lenogle, 1 Kilgraston Rd., Edinburgh 9, 
Scotland. 








will 
Hel- 


United Presbyterian, USA 

David G. Camp from Billings, Mont., to 
Box 26, Henryetta, Okla. 

Lee Huebert from Oberlin, Kan., to Box 
1155, Socorro, N. Mex. 

Reid S. Rutherford from Champaign, 
Ill., to 1234 S. 2nd Ave., Arcadia, Calif. 

William A. Carhart from Wood Ridge, 
N. J., to 29 Waldron Ave., Glen Rock, 
N. J. 

John B. Earl from Philadelphia, Pa., to 
to the Shamokin, Pa., church. 


DEATHS 

William K. Blake, 65, Montgomery, Ala., 
superintendent of home missions for East 
Alabama Presbytery for 13 years, died 
April 17. He was moderator-nominee of 
his presbytery which met April 19 where 
his retirement was to have become effec- 
tive. The presbytery had bought a new 
car, which was presented to Mrs. Blake. 


EXECUTIVES 


Mac W. Freeman, Wetumpka, Ala., 





FLORIDA PRESBYTERIAN 
COLLEGE 
Coeducational, liberal arts col 
lege. Located on the bay in the 
heart of Florida’s Suncoast 
Founded in 1958 by Synods of 
Florida U. 8S. and United. Edu- 
cational excellence in a Christian 
environment in fields of Humani- 
ties, History and Social Sciences 
and Mathematics and the Natural 
Sciences WRITE: 
Director of Admissions. P. O 
Box 387. St. Petersburg 31. Fila 








elder, will become executive secretary of 
East Alabama Presbytery, stated clerk 
and general treasurer July 1, with head- 
quarters in Montgomery. 


MISSIONARIES 

Margaret B. McMurry from 
Texas, to APCM, Moma, Luiza, 
Congo. Also returning to the 
Virginia Allen, Margaret Moore. 

Returning to Japan: Mary Catherine 
Fultz, Elizabeth McNeill. 

On furlough: From East Brazil: the 
E. E. Gilmores, May 12, Mission Haven, 
Decatur, Ga, From Taiwan: The Paul S. 
Alexanders, Greenwood, Ind. 


MARRIED 

Robert W. Millspaugh, associate pastor 
of the First church, West Caldwell, N. J., 
and Grace Edith Wilson of West Caldwell, 
were married April 23. 
AWARD 

Otto A. Piper of the Princeton Seminary 
faculty received the Cross of Merit, First 
Class, from the German Federal Republic 
(West Germany) in New York April 26. 
This highest award conferred by the 
German Federal Republic was given be- 
cause of Dr. Piper’s work as founder and 
president of the American Emergency 
Committee for German Protestantism. 


I. M. C. 

Wilfred Scopes, veteran missionary to 
India, will join the staff of the Interna- 
tional Missionary Council July 15 with a 
special assignment with the standing 
committee on the ministry. 


Lubbock, 
Belgian 
Congo: 


S. S. OF THE AIR 

Stuart D. Currie, Queens College pro- 
fessor of Bible, is currently (through 
June) the commentator on the radio 


Sunday School of the Air heard over 
many stations. For July-September, the 
commentator will be Kenneth J. Foreman, 
OUTLOOK associate editor and Louisville 
Seminary professor. These broadcasts 
are provided free of charge to radio 
stations by TRAV from the Protestant 
Radio & Television Center, 1727 Clifton 
Rd., N. E., Atlanta 6, Ga. 


INQUIRY 

Alfred L. Roberts, Charlotte, N. C., hag 
been asked by Mecklenburg Presbytery 
to explain his failure to engage actively 
in the ministry. A presbytery committee 
has been named to draft a bill of particu- 
lars against him. The 1950 Ministerial] 
Directory showed him to have been en- 


gaged in the insurance business since 
1936. 


ENGAGEMENT 

Robert N. Watkin, Jr., Franklin, Tenn., 
pastor. and Alice Gant, Nashville, Tenn. 
are to be married in Trinity church, Nash- 
ville, June 4. 


Peace College 


Raleigh, North Carolina 

At Peace College education for the 
first and second years of college and 
the last two years of high school is 
pursued in an atmosphere which is 
friendly. informal, traditional, and 
Christian ... in classes that are 
fairly small and with instruction in 
the hands of trained and experienced 
faculty members. For catalogue or 
information, write 


WILLIAM C. PRESSLY, President 
PEACE COLLEGE 
Raleigh, North Carolina 














FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE 


Red Springs, North Carolina 


The 1960 Summer Session 
First Term: June 6-July 9 
Second Term: 


The Director of the Summer Session 


Announces 


July 18-August 20 
For Information Write: 











1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1960 


Exceptional record for turning out leaders in church, community and nation. 


Sound education undergirded by Christian faith. 


JOSEPH C. ROBERT, President 


Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 








PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division of Consolidated Presbyterian College of Synod of N.C. 


Educational 
most valuable asset—our youth. 


Louis C. LaMotte, President 


excellence for our 


Maxton, North Carolina 








QUEENS 





CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 


A liberal arts program especially planned for women students 
A.B., B.S., and B.Mus, degrees ... full accreditation 
Presbyterian Church affiliation 


EDWIN R. WALKER, President 


COLLEGE 
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